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President’s Message 
 

Joel Ware, IV  

President, Classic Airstream Club 

Email: joelware@yahoo.com  

Phone: (206) 250-5950 (mobile) 

Dear Classic Airstreamers, 

As I write this, from my home in Seattle, the weather is cooling, and summer is changing to fall. 

And I reflect on the wonderful times that we Classic Interclub members shared together at International in 

Gillette, WY, and also at the Region 10 Rally in Astoria, OR in July. 

 At International, we shared an Ice Cream Social with the Vintage Airstream Club (VAC), under their spacious 

tent.  It provided shade and a place for fellowship on a very sunny day.  VAC President Tim Kendziorski and I 

made a quick ice-cream run, and brought back a wide assortment of novelties, including Drumsticks (the most 

popular), Fudge sicles, and many other varieties.  We had good conversations and mingling between our CAC 

and the VAC members, and plenty of ice cream for all. 

 Later in the rally, the CAC lunch at the The Chop House Restaurant provided a venue for our Annual Meeting, 

Election, and Installation Ceremony.  We had a fine turnout, with about 65 members attending, and a very 

good meal.  Thanks to Bettie Jones for great arrangements!  Thanks also to our retiring officers and board 

members for your service, and Thanks to our new officers and board members for stepping up to serve. 

 About a month later, Kayla and I attended the Region 10 Rally, in Astoria, Oregon, and realized an opportunity 

to host an ice-cream social for all attendees.    We were pleased to meet CAC Treasurer Bill Shay, and wife Pat, 

and also our long-time stalwart CAC supporters Edward and Marie Efira.   We coordinated with the rally hosts, 

and made a quick ice-cream run, returning with many novelties, especially Drumsticks.  After dinner, we talked 

up CAC, hung the CAC banner, and handed out treats to all comers.   Amazingly, we even had enough for 

handouts on two more nights!  I am sure we made some friends for CAC at this Region rally. 

 I encourage folks to plan for a hosted CAC Ice Cream Social at your Region Rally!  It is a good way to get the 

word out about CAC, and make some new friends.  Just check with our Treasurer, Bill Shay, for availability of 

funds if you wish to be reimbursed. 

 We need a caravan!  I just finished a survey of my unit members, and found out that the most desired caravan 

length is less than seven days.   Let’s use this information, and think up a nice short caravan that we can 

sponsor. 

 Well that’s it for this month – Happy Classic Airstreaming! 

 Warm Regards, 

            -Joel. 

mailto:joelware@yahoo.com
tel:%28206%29%20250-5950


New Officers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kay Corder swearing in our new President Joel Ware, Susan Swearingen as Secretary, and Bill 

Shay as our new Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looks like our new Officers are getting down to business right away. 



More Upcoming Events: 

The following is from the Region 9 website at the suggestion of Bill Price: 

Please mark your calendars for October 22-25, 2015. A Texas Country Air “urban downtown camping” event 

will be held in Historic downtown Quanah, Texas. Please include this Rally in your 2015 calendar. This will be 

a FREE Rally so early registration is suggested. Registration begins fall 2014. Additional information to be 

announced on their website. 

                                                     

Minutes of International 2014: 

For the Minutes at the International 2014 Rally please go to our Website at classicairstream.wbcci.net 

 

 

Business Section 

It would be prudent to remind everyone that club dues of $10.00 are still required per Article V of the By-laws 
which state the following: 
 

A. “Dues shall be paid annually between July 1 and October 31 and delinquent on November 1. 
 
B.  Dues of individuals admitted to the Club on or after June 1 through October 31 shall apply to the 

remainder of the current year and following year. . . 

The entire CAC Bylaws can be viewed on the CAC Website. 

 

For 2015 Activities and Events: 

Please see our own website at classicairstream.wbcci.net for activities and events for 2015. 

(Don’t forget to put in the dot after the “m” and the” i” in the website address.) 

 

 
 



Members on the Go: 

I received the following from Fran Perrucci: 

We are signed up to do the "Watch It Made in the USA" caravan which starts on September 5th in Bowling 

Green, Kentucky. 

------------------------------------------------ 

I received the following from Joe Long and Gayle Ketchum: 

August 25, 2014  

Gayle & I have been on the Alyeska Caravan since July 12th at this time we are in Valdez making our way to 

Prince George where the caravan will end on September 12th. What a caravan it has been. We have seen places 

we never dreamed that we would ever see in our life time. I’m not going to start at the beginning but give some 

high lights of places visited.  

Our caravan stated in Dawson Creek, B.C. on July 12
th

. This is 

the start of the Alaskan Highway and its journey across 

Alaska. Things we had heard about the highway were not 

true. The highway is in fine shape although there are areas 

of construction.  

 I would like to jump ahead and tell you about Dawson City, 

Yukon. It is an old mining town located on the Yukon 

River. A visit to the Visitors Center gave us a list of walking 

tours that we recommend to anyone. Learning the old stories 

of the townspeople and the history of the buildings was 

fascinating. Crossing the Yukon River with our 

Airstreams aboard was exciting as we began our trip down the 

“Top of the World Highway”.  

We did not get to see what the Top of the World Highway offered since saw nothing but fog and lots of it. The 

road is rough and dirty when wet and there were plenty of mine fields to avoid. We did take the precaution to 

wrap our street side windows in bubble wrap as did a few other members. We did not have any damage to our 

rig and I don’t believe anyone else did. The worst part of this highway is between U.S. Customs station and 

Chicken, AK. That is a rough two lane dirt road which could get real messy if wet. Be prepared for other 

vehicles to pass you all along the route. 

Chicken, Alaska consists of 2 RV parks with gift shops and the post office. We learned that most people leave 

this area during the winter and return at spring time. The winter population drops to around 54.  

---------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



CLASSIC CLUB MEMBERS ATTEND 50TH – By Don McKelvay #205 

WOW what a rally! Classic Club members Roy & Bonnie MacDonald #328, Tony & Margaret Skells #4367 and 

Don & Kathy McKelvay #205 attended the Ontario Canada Unit 50th Anniversary Rally in Lombardy, Ontario, 

Canada. 

Held at the local fairgrounds this Rally celebrated the founding of the Unit back in 1962 and chartered 

in 1964. The Unit is the 3rd largest in WBCCI, but when you consider the 1st and 2nd units actually have their 

own parks where WBCCI membership is required, they are a very healthy Unit. This Rally's theme was 'Fancy-

Trashy-Cheap & Tacky' asking members to dress up for the Anniversary Ball – and did they ever. Even when 

you knew your friends in 'normal' attire some of them were almost 

unrecognizable in their 'costumes'. The DJ had everyone up on their feet 

dancing the night away through every conceivable gimmick including a game we 

could not record for 'trashy' reasons. 

Prizes were awarded for the best costumes in several categories one of 

which was to Bonnie - one of the funniest was a man dressing up as a 

woman and the woman dressing as a man. About 60 rigs were at the Rally and 

everyone had a 'ball'. The weather was 'almost perfect' except for the huge 

thunder storm and deluge of rain at 1 am (I had to get up and out to drop the 

main awning as I was not aware there might be rain that night). Happy hours 

each day, tours to the world famous Rideau Canal with their locks, a unique 

dinner where each rig received a cooked chicken, salad, french fries (Canadian for fries!) and a pop (Canadian 

for soda!) in a brown paper bag as well as a pizza dinner. Andy Thomson #5005, owner of the renowned Can-

Am RV Company in London, ON and his lovely wife Heather provided champagne in champagne glasses for 

everyone. They always have been super supporters of the Ontario Canada Unit and were later presented with 

a plaque honoring (Canadian for honoring!)their support. 

I inducted 6 new couples into the Unit and Pat McFadden #202, President of Region 2, who is also an affiliated 

member of the Unit, installed the newly elected Unit officers. Tony Skells was presented a certificate from the 

Unit for recruiting 25 members into the Club through the Founder's Award Programmed (Canadian for 

program!). And about 11 couples received their stars for their rigs with the Thomsons receiving theirs for 

being members for 30 years. There were several events at the Rally that raised over $200 (Canadian for $180 

US!) for the Warriors Project. 

 

We cannot wait until the next rally in less than 30 days and encourage any Classic member who wants to have 

a great time to come to one of the Ontario Canada Unit's rallies – let me know in advance and we will do our 

best to look after you. 

 

 

(Editor’s note: please see our own website for more pictures of the above event at classicairstream.wbcci.net in 

the near future.) 



Care and Concern: 

We received the following from Don and Kathy McKelvey 

After 3 1/2 months in the hospital Kathy arrived home last week.  She-we are very happy about that as it has been quite an 

ordeal for her. Near the end of her stay in rehab she had no pain in the shoulder operated on and seems to have almost full 

range of motion.  Kathy spent much of her spare time (which was a lot) working on a 1,000 piece puzzle (I helped too), 

however, after 2 1/2 months work on it - it still was not finished.  

In her last week there I was able to take her out twice - once for ice cream and again to go to the Rib Fest at our City Park 

where she used her scooter.  Kathy was able to get in and out of our truck using a step stool and me to assist her. During 

Kathy's long period in the hospital I took all your snail mail cards and email messages to her and read them as Kathy still 

cannot read.  Those messages of encouragement, etc. really brightened her 

days and we cannot thank each of you enough.We hope Kathy will continue to 

recover and grow in strength and abilities but expect it will be many more months or 

even a year.  We look forward to seeing many of you, as we travelling. Airstreams 

often say - 'Down the Road'. 

 

Love to you all, 

Don & Kathy 

 

 
Technical Stuff: 
 

I received the following from Eray Honeycutt who is restoring and updating his Motor home: 

 
The airstream motor home is a 1985 frame, and a 1986 body. Its class is 345, its engine was a 454 Chevy with a 3 speed 
transmission, now it has a 2014 LS3 500 HP with a 5 speed transmission, fuel injection - all computerized...  the old 
radiator was scraped and a new duel core one replaces it, along with duel electric fans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                The above bad boy engine                                                                                 went into this 

(Editor’s note: please see our own website for more pictures of the above event at classicairstream.wbcci.net in the near future.) 



 

 

 



 


